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Who Is Interviewed?
Interviewees are chosen based on their
contributions to North American health
sciences librarianship and the Medical
Library Association, including MLA
Presidents; Board Members; Fellows;
headquarters executive directors; directors
of major health sciences libraries and
Regional Medical Libraries; educators and

award winners.

Who Does the Interview?
Interviewers have prior experience and
training in conducting oral histories as well
as a personal acquaintance with the subject
and some knowledge of the library, the

Association, and issues in librarianship.

What Does the
Interviewer Do?

1.Prepares by reading articles, committee
reports, official statements

2.Prepares an interview summary

3.Prepares questions for the interview

4.Makes arrangements for travel and
accommodations for themselves and the
interview

5.Conducts and records the interview —
allowing at least 4 hours

6.Keeps name list for verification

7.Send tapes and paperwork to Project
Director
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What Does the Project

Director Do?

1.Selects the interviewee and interviewer

2.Requests photo and consent forms

3.Receives the tapes and other paperwork

4.Arranges for transcription

5.Selects an Editor

6.Compiles the manuscript, title page, photo,
summary, table of contents, CV and index

7.Copies, binds and distributes completed
histories to interviewee, MLA, and Regional
Medical Libraries

8.Sends tapes, original transcripts, letters and
other pertinent materials to NLM for archiving

9.Arranges for announcement to MLA
membership in MLA-FOCUS

What Do the Editors Do?

1.Spend time consulting with the interviewee and
interviewer

2. Listen to the tapes with transcript

3. Verity details such as dates, names, places,
institutions and organizations.

4. Carefully read the transcript, identifying the
speakers

5. Balance use of phrases, if repetitive, careful not
to censor

6. Create a Table of Contents and Index for the
interview

7. Put into final prescribed format

inspiration to younger members of the Association who will lead health sciences librarianship into the 21st century.

The Oral History Project reflects the work of over 150 volunteer members of the Medical Library Association. Begun in 1977, the Oral History Project has produced 62 oral histories that have been taped, transcribed, edited, summarized and
distributed for use in historical research. The project allows readers to learn the history of the Association and of the profession through the words of those who shaped it. The Medical Library Association's Oral History Project is an
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