


A lmost 100 years ago, E. M. Forster dramatized the need for hu-
man connection in an increasingly fragmented world. Today, in-
numerable tools facilitate collaboration, but it is still possible to 

feel disconnected from each other. As we work together, how can we also 
use technology to form lasting connections with our colleagues and our 
communities?

MLA ’08 will focus on the future of librarianship. Does this focus re-
quire abandoning the past? As we embrace new technologies, what might 
we lose? MLA ’08 will provide an opportunity for critical reflection on 
how to preserve the best traditions of health sciences librarianship.

MLA ’08 will also make use of cutting-edge technologies to enhance 
meeting attendees’ experience and to allow members who are unable to 
attend to participate to a greater extent than ever before.

In addition to other benefits, tools that connect us—such as blogs, wi-
kis, and tagging sites—are paperless, thereby conserving resources and re-
ducing waste. The City of Chicago, our host, actively encourages green liv-
ing. Building on environmental awareness, MLA ’08 will showcase some 
of the best practices for hosting green meetings. The meeting center is 
conveniently located within walking distance of outstanding cultural and 
dining attractions, another environmentally sensitive step you can take at 
MLA ’08.

Since the beginning of the 20th century, Chicago, the “city of big 
shoulders,” has evolved from an industrial center to a growing high-tech 
“silicon prairie.” Chicago is also one of the leading transportation hubs in 
North American, and its many bridges connect its residents and visitors to 
neighborhoods, the lakefront, business centers, learning institutions, shop-
ping, parks, and entertainment venues.






